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“CYCLING THE DALLES” MAP UNVEILED

- Community Welcomes Cyclists, Says ‘Here, it’s always a great ride!’

-Sun and Hundreds of Miles of Open Roads Beckon Visitors From Rainy Portland/Vancouver -

THE DALLES, OR, February 2, 2008 – The Dalles Cycling Association has teamed with the Chamber of Commerce to produce an insider’s map to the best road cycling within a 75 minutes’ drive of Portland International Airport. The map is sponsored by the Chamber, Wasco County Cultural Trust, Salmon Cyclery and the Mid-Columbia Medical Center.

Located in the unique rain shadow of Mt. Hood and the Cascade Mountains, The Dalles offers cyclists sunshine and very little precipitation, wide-open spaces, rolling wheat fields and Mts. Hood and Adams views, and little trafficked open roads.  The town is located at the eastern end of the Columbia Gorge National Scenic Area.

“Some of the best cycling in Oregon is here at the eastern end of the Columbia Gorge National Scenic Area, where we get less than half the rain of a Portland or Hood River,” said Dana Schmidling, executive director of The Dalles Area Chamber of Commerce. “We want to use cycling to differentiate The Dalles’ visitor proposition, and let the world know we have some of the best cycling in the Northwest.”

The map features five rides of varying difficulty, starting with the easy ‘Riverfront Trail to Discovery Center’ 10-mile round-trip ride. Other rides include ‘Mosier Loop, a 33.6-mile ride and 2980’ elevation gain, ‘The Dalles-Hood River’ 46.5 mile ride (23.2 miles in each direction, 3760’ elevation gain), ‘Cherry Heights Loop’ (17.4 mile loop; 1800’ elevation gain), and ‘Eight Mile Road and Fifteen Mile Road Loops (short loop is 29 miles, long is 38 miles. Avoid this route during wheat harvest, Aug. 15-Sept. 25).

Former cycling champion David Zimbelman, proprietor of Salmon in downtown The Dalles says, “The Dalles is uniquely situated as a year-around Northwest cycling destination. Lying in Mount Hood’s rain shadow, cyclists can enjoy the beautiful ridges and valleys forged by the world-famous Missoula Floods as they encounter rolling wheat fields, orchards, and vineyards on lightly traveled roads. In fact, the combination of great weather, superb scenery, great roads, and little traffic make the area one of the world’s preeminent places to enjoy road riding.” 

More and more cyclists are being spotted in The Dalles. Cycling groups can be seen shopping at Klindt’s Bookstore, the oldest bookstore in Oregon, enjoying a meal at Petite Provence, and enjoying a post-ride glass of wine at Erin Glenn Wines at The Mint, all on Second Street downtown. In nearby Dufur, Oregon, Samantha Irwin, proprietress of The Balch Hotel, says she has many cycling groups stay at the historic property, which has no phones or televisions.

The map encourages riders to dress for visibility, to be aware of farm traffic in peak harvest season, and to yield to on-coming horses and approach wildlife with caution:

“The cherry orchards bloom in April and May, and the harvest season is in June. This is a beautiful time to visit but be aware of slow-loving vehicles. Likewise, the wheat harvest begins in mid-August and runs through mid-September. The wheat fields provide a spectacular refuge from the summer wind and heat, but please be aware of farm trucks and ride to the right of the road. If you are lucky, you may ride past a coyote, bobcat, porcupine, or deer. The roads of The Dalles are challenging at times, but they reward an intrepid spirit with all the intense natural beauty they traverse. Welcome to our community.”

“Cycling The Dalles” will be distributed throughout the Gorge, to cycling shops in Portland/Vancouver, and through Travel Oregon and Travel Portland. A digital version of the map can be downloaded at www.thedalleschamber.com. 
Upcoming Cycling Events in The Dalles

· Friday, April 3-5, 2009, Cherry Blossom Stage Race. Limit: 300-350 riders. Info at www.cherryblossomclassic.com. 

· Sunday April 26th, 2009, the fifth annual “Cherry of a Ride,” benefiting St. Mary’s Academy in The Dalles in conjunction with The Dalles Cherry Festival, is a great introduction to the area with 30, 48, 60, 80 and 100-mile routes. Registration info at www.cherryofaride.com. Limit: 500 riders.

· June 3-7, 2009, the seventh annual Mt. Hood Cycling Classic. The six-day, six-stage race starts to the west in forested Hood River County with four stages in the high desert of Wasco County, with top pro cycling teams from Canada and the US competing. The race has earned the highest ranking on the USA Cycling National Racing Calendar and was named as one of only three UCI women’s point races in the nation, an honor that will make it an Olympic qualifier event. Info at http://www.mthoodcyclingclassic.com.
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